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The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition has identified a number of issues for consideration and discussion as a part of developing our 2010 national policy recommendations, including:

National Renewable Electricity Standard

Over half of the states in the nation have enacted some form of renewable electricity standard. A national standard, coupled with transmission system expansion and markets for renewable electricity credits, would enable development of the highest quality renewable energy resources irrespective of their locations, would streamline compliance through uniformity of terms and conditions, and would enable transfer of renewable electricity or its environmental attributes to all regions in the nation. 

Electric Transmission Improvements 

The nation cannot be expected to fully develop our states’ rich domestic renewable resources without major improvements to the electric transmission system. New high-voltage, low-loss lines built to access renewable-rich areas can capture economies of scale in transmission construction and minimize environmental damage that results from construction of numerous smaller lines to the same area.  National policy is needed that will provide incentives for transmission developers and states to collaborate in the siting and construction of a backbone transmission system to deliver large amounts of renewable power. 

Coastal Transmission
A Regional approacr offshore wind energy development, with a high cost of transmission deployment, can benefit from a coordinated strategy that evaluates transmission options across multiple regions.  Moreover, technological developments in HVDC transmission make such inter-regional transmission solutions increasingly cost-effective. Therefore, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) should work to coordinate a strategy to evaluate innovative offshore wind transmission solutions affecting multiple regions, including possible submerged offshore backbone transmission as a way to accelerate deployment.

Expand the DOE’s Work with Our States

Wind power technology is one of the best economic development opportunities for our states.  Therefore, the nation should expand public-private wind technology advancement activities through the Department of Energy’s Wind Energy Program, and focus efforts on such issues as improvements in manufacturing processes; continued advances in wind technology; increased characterization of off-shore wind potential; analysis and demonstration of the integration of wind production with other conventional and renewable energy resources; and outreach to regional, state and local stakeholders to facilitate understanding and acceptance of wind power.  

Adopt a Long-Term Renewable Energy Production Tax Credit

This credit is the primary federal incentive for wind energy and should be extended for at least five years to provide a stable incentive for wind energy investment.  The recent history of short-term extensions of the credit is an example of the absence of long-term energy policy in our nation that has caused the loss of manufacturing capacity to foreign competitors.  The credit should also be modified so it provides benefits even in this difficult economic environment.

Research and Development

The Wind Energy Research and Development Act of 2009 (H.R. 3165) includes many key provisions that would address essential technology development and deployment priorities, including:

· Examination of new materials and designs to make larger, lighter, less expensive, and more reliable motor blades

· Technologies to improve gearbox performance and reliability

· Automation, materials, and assembly of large-scale components

· Low-cost transportable towers greater than 100 meters in height

· Advanced computational modeling tools, control systems, blade sensors and advanced generators

· Wind technology for offshore applications

· Methods to assess and mitigate the effects of wind energy systems on radar and electromagnetic fields

· Wind turbines with a maximum electric power production capacity of 100 kilowatts or less

· Technologies to improve transmission from remotely located renewable resource rich areas

· Demonstrations to measure wind energy performance. 
